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Swinton  Urban  ^district  Qountil. 


MEDICHL  OFFICER'S 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 

( lentlemen, 

I  herewith  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  District  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1906. 

THE  POPULATION,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year, 
was  13,741,  the  total  population  at  the  census  of  1901  was  12,217, 
and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  2,492.  Since  then,  265 
houses  have  been  built  and  are  now  all  inhabited.  Should  the 
number  of  inhabitants  per  house  be  4.90,  as  at  the  last  census, 
the  population  is  only  13,438,  but  at  the  census  for  1891  an 
average  of  5.06  inhabited  each  house,  and  at  the  present  time 
probably  at  least  5  is  the  correct  figure.  The  natural  increase  for 
the  year — that  is,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths — was  273. 

THE  BIRTHS  numbered  485,  244  males  and  241  females. 
Three-hundred-and-seventy-nine  were  registered  in  the  Swinton 
parish  and  106  in  Kilmhurst.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was 
35.2.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been 
38.9,  18  of  the  births  being  illegitimate. 

THE  DEATHS. — 194  were  registered  for  all  causes,  153 
in  Swinton  and  41  in  Kilnhurst.  One-hundred-and-one  were 
males  and  93  females,  the  rate  for  the  year  being  14. 1  per 
thousand.  The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  ;  that  is,  deaths 
not  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner,  and  on  whom  no  inquests 
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were  held,  was  14.  This  is  too  large  a  proportion.  The  nett 
death-rate  is,  however,  the  rate  on  which  ah  calculations  are 
made.  It  was  15.4,  the  addition  being  due  to  several  deaths 
of  inhabitants  who  had  been  reported  as  dying  in  various  in¬ 
stitutions  outside  the  district.  In  comparing  this  death-rate  with 
previous  years,  it  must  be  held  in  mind  that  this  is  the  first  year 
that  1  have  had  the  returns  of  inhabitants  dying  in  the  Rotherham 
Workhouse  and  Infirmary. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — The  number  of  infants  dying 
under  twelve  months  of  age  was  88.  the  rate  being  180  per 
thousand  of  births.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  was 
172.  This  rate  has  been,  some  years  ago,  as  high  as  200,  but 
about  30  years  ago  it  was  said  to  be  as  low  as  120.  The  rate 
for  the  present  year  is  the  more  disappointing  as  a  special  effort 
was  made  to  reduce  it  by  means  of  a  lady  health  visitor.  No 
doubt  the  results  of  her  visits  will  not  be  seen  for  two  or  three 
7ears,  when  we  hope  that  there  will  be  some  diminution  iti  the 
numbers  of  ignorant  and  indifferent  mothers. 

For  the  second  year,  the  Local  Government  have  requested 
a  special  table  to  be  supplied,  giving  particulars  of  the 
causes  and  the  ages  at  death  of  infants  under  twelve  months. 
The  darkest  part  of  the  Table  is  the  illegitimate  deaths.  There 
were  18  illegitimate  births.  Out  of  these,  eight  died  before 
they  were  twelve  months  old,  and  two  others  died 
soon  afterwards.  Infant  mortality  in  your  district  is  largely  due 
to  bad  motherhood.  Mothers  do  not  go  out  to  work.  As  a  rule 
they  have  all  the  necessities  of  life  in  the  way  of  food  and  fuel, 
but  many  feed  their  infants  artificially.  The  food  is  not  clean, 
the  bottles  smell  of  decomposing  materials,  the  infant’s  extreme- 
ties  are  cold.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mothers  who1  suckle,  in 
spite  of  many  evils  and  faults,  give  their  infants  clean  milk  at  the 
proper  temperature,  and  their  babies  are  seldom  cold.  With  tne 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  nervous  excitements  and  diversions  prevent  both  the 
number  and  the  quality  of  infants,  which,  in  more  simple  times, 
were  produced  in  your  District. 

The  lady  health  visitor.  Mrs.  Lament,  is  of  the  technical 
branch  of  the  County  Education  Department.  Her  visits  lasted 
six  weeks,  and  were  made  to  the  more  neglected  homes.  She  was 
well  received  and  listened  to.  During  her  last  visit  she  made  notes 
of  several  cases  and  tabulated  79  visits.  Out  of  this  number  she 
found  53  breast  fed  babies  and  26  bottle  fed.  In  coming  to 
conclusions  it  was  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  the  health 
of  the  parents  as  well  as  the  prenatal  conditions.  These,  in 


several  cases,  were  unfavourable.  She  also  .gave  two  or  three 
lectures  on  maternal  duties. 

ZYMOTIC  AND  SPECIAL  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  reported  during  the 
year  by  medical  men  were  91,  70  in  the  parish  of  Swinton,  and 
2^  in  Kilnhurst.  Thirty-eight  cases  were  also  reported  by  the 
School  Attendance  Officer. 

SMALL-POX. — No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 

MEASLES  was  absent  from  the  District. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Forty-one  cases  of  this  disease  were 
reported,  23  in  S  win  ton  and  18  in  Kilnhurst.  Most  of  them 
occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  The  disease  was 
of  a  mild  form.  Many  cases  were  removed  to  the  Joint  Infec¬ 
tious  Hospital,  where  one  death  took  place. 

DIPHTHERIA. — Thirteen  cases  were  reported.  All  made 
good  recoveries.  A  few  years  ago  this  disease  was  the  cause  of 
many  deaths.  At  least  two  cases  were  imported  direct  from 
Goole. 

TYPHOID  OR  ENTERIC  FEVER.— Fourteen  cases  were 
reported,  causing  three  deaths-  The  first  case  was  reported  in 
Mav.  With  the  exception  of  a  break-out  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Roman  Terrace,  they  were  solitary  cases,  the  causes  difficult 
to  find  out ;  but  probably  the  specific  germs  were  introducea  into 
the  systems  through  food.  All  the  cases  except  one  were  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  and  precautions  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  disease  breaking  out  again.  The  outbreak  in  Roman 
Terrace  was  introduced  by  some  destitute  children,  who,  for  a 
few  days,  had  been  received  into  the  house  of  a  relative.  No 
fault  could  be  found  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house,  and 
its  surroundings  were  also  satisfactory  ;  but  the  temporary  over¬ 
crowding,  together  with  the  virulent  type  of  disease,  caused  all 
in  the  house  to  suffer,  with  one  death.  Tt  was  necessary  to  close 
the  house  for  a  time. 

TUBERCOLOSIS. — Six  deaths  were  recorded  as  dying 
from  tubercular  lungs  or  phthisis,  and  commonly  termed  con¬ 
sumption.  The  rate  per  thousand  of  inhabitants  is  comparatively 
low.  namely,  c  44;  indeed,  the  mortality  from  this  disease  is 
much  smaller  than  it  was  some  years  ago.  Nevertheless,  one 
often  finds  the  want  of  compulsory  notification.  For  instance  : 


a  consumptive  agricultural  labourer  will  look  out  for  work  in 
cow-byres  and  dairies,  a  domestic  servant  with  tubercle  is  ad¬ 
vised  to  obtain  a  place  as  children’s  nurse  ;  a  tailor  will  remain 
in  a  workshop  with  a  spittoon  at  his  side  for  his  tubercolous- 
ladened  expectoration  as  long  as  his  strength  permits,  or  he  is 
discovered  by  the  sanitary  officials.  The  employers  in  these 
cases  probably  are  not  certain  as  to  the  character  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  or  ignorant  as  to  its  deadly  infectious  character.  Yet  one 
hears  uneducated  persons,  when  talking  of  consumption,  say 
so  and  so  “  caught  his  complaint  and  was  carried  off  first.  ' 
Besides  tubercle  of  the  lungs,  12  persons  were  registered  as  dying 
of  tubercle  implicating  other  vital  organs. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. — Early  in  the  year  several  cases 
came  to  my  notice,  and  several  cases  were  reported.  Fortunately 
all  recovered.  Only  once  have  I  heard  any  fault  found  connected 
with  the  midwives.  They  are  all  of  the  old-fashioned  type,  but 
should  be  taught  the  use  of  the  clinical  thermometer. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — This  distressing  disease  caused 
seven  deaths,  six  of  which  were  under  12  months  of  age.  On 
account  of  an  epidemic  of  this  disease,  it  became  necessary  to 
close  the  infant  department  of  the  Bridge  Street  School. 

INFLUENZA  was  the  direct  cause  of  much  sickness  during 
the  winter  months.  It  attacked  persons  of  all  ages,  incluamg 
the  extremes  of  life. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION.— For  the  working  class- 
only  eight  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  The 
population,  however,  is  steadily  increasing,  and  over-crowding 
in  houses  is  far  too  common.  Some  of  the  old  houses  in  Church 
Street  are  hardly  fit  for  habitation,  although  some  small  altera¬ 
tions  and  repairs  have  been  done.  The  paving  of  some  of  the 
yards  mentioned  in  previous  reports  have  been  done.  Several 
yards,  however,  are  still  in  a  bad  condition.  Amongst  others, 
may  be  mentioned:  Barton’s,  Kilnhurst ;  Miners’  Arms,  Fitz- 
william  Street,  and  in  the  Roman  Terrace  district  three  or  four. 
No  new  house  should  be  permitted  to  be  occupied  until  your  bye 
laws  as  to  yards  and  open  spaces  are  properly  complied  with. 

EXCREMENT  R.EMOVAL.- — The  present  system  is  far 
from  satisfactory.  One  is  constantly  hearing  of  complaints  as 
to  the  state  of  the  privy  middens,  usually  with  very  good  reasons 
Their  structure  is  often  at  fault,  but  the  chief  complaint  is  the 
want  of  emptying.  The  best  built  privy  midden,  without  it  is 
several  yards  away  from  any  house,  or  access  to  a  house,  is 
liable  to  become  a  nuisance  in  the  summer  time,  if  not  a  danger 
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to  health.  Every  builder  of  a  new  house  should  be  encouraged 
to  provide  a  water  closet  and  a  movable  dust-bin.  During  the 
year,  the  privy  middens  have  been  emptied  partly  by  contractors 
and  partly  by  ^our  own  staff. 

SCHOOLS. — The  five  public  elementary  schools  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year,  more  especially  the  infant  departments. 
I  find  a  fairly  good  system  of  ventilation  in  most  of  the  class¬ 
rooms,  but  the  supply  of  fresh  air  is  usually  regulated  by  the 
teachers’  feelings.  Another  matter  affecting  the  health,  more 
especially  of  the  infants,  is  the  floor  dust.  This  should  be  daily 
properly  and  carefully  removed.  During  November,  the  Attend¬ 
ance  officer  reported  to  me  an  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough 
amongst  children  who  attended  the  Bridge  Street  School.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  keep  the  disease  under  control  by  disinfecting 
the  class-rooms,  and  by  excluding  scholars  ;  but  as  matters  be¬ 
came  worse,  I  recommended  the  Infant  Department  to  be  closed 
for  fourteen  clays  before  Christmas. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. — These  have  been  inspected 
and  the  County  circular  as  to  necessary  milking  precautions 
posted  up  in  the  byres.  Three  of  the  largest  milk  producers  m 
the  district  have  clean  sheds  with  abundance  of  ventilation,  and 
the  animals  are  otherwise  kept  in  a  healthy  condition.  I  should 
like  to  see  all  the  other  sheds  brought  up  to  the  same  sanitary 
level. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.— It  has  been  decided  to  en¬ 
force  your  bye-law  as  to  the  removal  of  garbage  and  blood.  The 
hitherto  general  custom  of  throwing  the  refuse  on  to  the  manure 
heaps  or  middens  produces  a  nuisance  which  is  frequently  com¬ 
plained  of. 

THE  RIVER  during  last  summer  was  quite  as  offensive  as 
it  has  been  for  several  years.  It  is  SO'  much  polluted  above  your 
District  that  both  it  and  the  canal  are  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  open  sewers  when  the  water  is  low. 

FACTORIES.— Yours  Inspector  has  found  the  sanitary 
conveniences  in  good  order,  with  one  exception. 

WORKSHOPS.— Five  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
register,  making  a  total  of  33.  Attention  has  been  drawn  to  +he 
sanitary  condition  of  two  or  three  workshops,  with  good  results ; 
but  in  one  case  ventilation  remains  unsatisfactory.  The  two 
bakehouses  are  kept  m  order.  Neither  of  them  are  underground. 
As  no  home  work  is  done,  the  Council  has  not  an  outworkers’ 
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list.  Your  Inspector  and  the  County  Council’s  Inspector  made 
several  observations  as  to  the  black  smoke  issuing  from  the 
factories  in  the  district.  One  firm,  at  a  considerable  cost,  intend 
to  abate  the  nuisance. 

BACTERIOLOGY. — The  following  specimens  were  sent  to 
the  County  Laboratory  and  reported  on  without  delay  : — - 

Enteric  Fever,  3;  Sputum  (for  Tubercle  Bacilli),  4  ; 

Diphtheria,  18. 

These  reports  are  of  considerable  value. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  quality  of  the  two  well  waters  has 
been,  as  usual,  hard  but  good.  Samples  of  the  various  springs 
in  the  park  have  been  sent  to  the  public  anaylst.  It  is  fortunate 
for  the  Council  that  the  present  tenant  of  the  park  is  one  who  will 
do  his  utmost  to  preserve  the  springs  from  pollution.  I  find 
that  on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  the  inhabitants  of 
Piccadilly  were  without  water,  and,  consequently,  used  their  wed 
water,  which  has  been  condemned  for  drinking  purposes.  The 
following  extract,  taken  from  the  Surveyor’s  report,  is  of  interest : 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Surveyor’s  Annual  Report 
for  1906,  namely:  — 

The  average  yield  from  the  well  at  the  Waterworks  and 
Springs  for  four  complete  years  immediately  before  the  borehole 
in  Crossley’s  field  was  sunk,  was  46,246,750  gallons. 

Eight  complete  years  since  the  above  borehole  was  put  down 
shows  an  average  annual  increase  of  10,993,151  gallons,  which 
makes  a  total  of  57,239,901  gallons  per  annum  from  all  sources. 

The  average  recorded  annual  rainfall  for  five  years  is  22.22 
inches,  and  the  average  number  of  days  per  annum  on  which  o.  ji 
or  more  rain  fell,  is  178. 

Therefore,  I  think  we  may  safely  calculate  on  a  capital  m 
22  inches  of  rainfall,  which  produces  as  revenue  about  57,230,901 
gallons  per  annum,  which  equals  a  daily  supply  of  156,821 
gallons,  and  whenever  this  dailv  quantity  is  exceeded  it  is  an 
encroachment  on  the  future  supplv,  and  causes  greater  suffering 
from  shortness  of  water. 

For  instance  :  that  quantity  was  considerably  exceeded  in 
years  1903  and  1904,  then  the  following  year,  the  rainfall  being 
below  the  average  yield  of  water,  gave  a  daily  supply  of  138,17  j. 
gallons  only. 

The  rainfall  for  last  year  was  22.72  inches,  which  fell  on 
191  days. 
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The  quantity  of  water  pumped  into  the  mains  during  1906 
was  53,466,996  gallons,  an  average  daily  supply  of  146,468 
gallons,  which  equalled  11.03  gallons  per  head  per  day,  on  a 
water  population  of  13,270. 

So  it  will  be  seen  that,  although  in  1906  the  rainfall  was 
above  the  average  ;  still,  the  yield  being  influenced  by  the  previous 
dry  year,  the  daily  quantity  fell  10,000  gallons  short  of  the 
average. 

The  number  of  supplies  at  the  end  of  last  year  was  2,6^7 
houses,  30  trades  (supplied  by  meter),  92  baths,  249  water  closets, 
105  automatic  flush  closets,  and  12  urinals. 

With  the  exception  of  20  days  in  February,  when  a  constant 
supply  was  given,  shortness  of  water  caused  a  restricted  suppiv 
which  varied  from  10  to  15  hours  a  day,  and,  taken  on  the  aver¬ 
age,  equalled  only  12  hours  and  10  minutes  supply  per  day 
throughout  the  year. 

The  average  cost  in  wages  during  the  past  12  years  equalled 
1.37  pence  per  thousand  gallons.  Extra  labour  attending  on 
searching  for  more  water  is  the  reason  for  the  increased  cost  in 
labour  lately.  During  the  progress  of  drifting  operations,  large 
quantities  of  pulverised  stone  and  clay  matter  was  pumped  into 
the  filter.  This,  of  course,  made  it  necessary  to  scrape  the  filter 
much  oftener  than  is  usual  under  normal  conditions ;  but  we  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  keeping  the  water  free  from  sediment  and  similar  im¬ 
purities,  so  that  the  supply  has  been  perfectly  satisfactory  in 
that  respect. 

Up  to  the  year  1899,  the  filter  passed  about  4,200,000  gallons 
of  water  for  each  time  scraping,  but  since  water  was  obtained 
and  used  from  the  borehole  the  filter  has  had  to  be  scraped  for 
every  2,862,000  gallons  of  water  filtered.  This  difference  is 
clearly  accounted  for  by  the  large  quantity  of  oxide  of  iron  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  borehole  water. 

The  area  of  the  filter  is  only  236  square  yards  in  extent, 
and  is  too  small  for  the  work.  Consequently,  the  rate  of  filtra¬ 
tion  is,  at  times,  probably  more  rapid  than  it  should  be  That 
difficulty,  however,  could  be  overcome  by  constructing  a  new 
aerating  and  sedimentation  tank  for  raw  wmter,  or  by  increasing 
the  filtration  area. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


March  6,  1907. 


EDGAR  ENGLISH. 
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Vital  and  Mortal  Statistics  for  the 

Year  1906. 


1906. 

England 
and 
\\  ales. 

Great 

Towns 

(76). 

Smaller 

Towns 

(142, 

England 
and 
Wales 
less  the 
2i8Towns 

S  win ton. 

Birth-rate 

27-0* 

27-9 

26-5 

26-3 

35-2 

Death-rate 

15-4 

15-9 

14-5 

15-1 

15-4 

Zymotic 

Death-rate 

1-78 

2-24 

1*71 

1T8 

2.24 

Infantile 

Mortality 
(per  iooo births) 

133 

145 

138 

116 

180 

*  Lowest  ever  recorded. 
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TABLE  1. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Registered  causes 
of  Death  occnring  during  1906  at  subjoined 
ages. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under  1 
year  j 

1  and 

under  5 

5-15 

15-25 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

65  and 

upwards! 

■'Small  Pox  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

Measles . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough . 

7 

6 

1 

•  • 

Diphtheria  . 

0 

... 

... 

Typhoid  or  Enteric . 

8 

. . . 

2 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

Enteritis  . 

4 

... 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea . 

27 

25 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever . 

0 

•  •  • 

Phthisis  . 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

2 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

12 

4 

8 

8 

2 

•  •  • 

Cancer  . 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

Bronchitis . 

9 

1 

1 

,  , 

8 

4 

Pneumonia . 

18 

8 

10 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

Other  Diseases  of  Lungs . 

0 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Alcoholism . 

1 

•  •  • 

.  • 

•  • . 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

19 

19 

-  , 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Heart  Diseases  . 

16 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

9 

3 

Accidents  . 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

Suicides . 

0 

»  *  • 

•  •  ■ 

... 

m  , 

Parturition  . 

4 

1 

3 

•  •  > 

All  other  causes . 

72 

30 

8 

1 

. . . 

21 

12 

12 


TABLE  II. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Notified  during  the  year  1906  at  subjoined 
ages. 


Cause  of  Death. 

At  ail 
Ages 

Under  1 
year 

CO 

1 

"TH 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  and 
upwards 

Small  Pox  . 

.  •  . 

... 

... 

•* 

... 

Cholera  . 

... 

... 

... 

•tr 

... 

Diphtheria . 

18 

... 

2 

7 

2 

2 

Erysipelas . 

1G 

• 

•  • 

1 

3 

11 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

41 

1 

10 

2G 

o 

o 

1 

Typhus  Fever  . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  1 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  ... 

14 

1 

2 

4 

7 

•  • » 

|  Puerperal  Fever  . 

7 

... 

Q 
*  > 

J 

4 

1 

. . . 

